Laxfield Pre School Policies
COVID-19
‘Keeping children and our staff safe is our utmost priority’.
1. Information about Covid-19

2. Who is at risk?

3. How COVID Is spread

4. Preventing the spread of infection

1. Information about the virus
Covid-19 is an infectious disease caused by a newly discovered coronavirus. 

Most people infected will experience mild to moderate respiratory illness and recover without requiring special treatment. The symptoms are:

· New persistent cough.

· Temperature above 37.5.

· Loss of taste.

This policy and associated risk assessment are to limit the spread of infection within the setting.

2.  Who is at risk?
All staff, children, parents, carers and any other individuals involved in the day to day operation of the setting.

Generally, these infections can cause more severe symptoms in people with weakened immune systems, older people, and those with long term conditions like diabetes, cancer and chronic lung disease.

3.  How COVID-19 is spread
Transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) mainly occurs through respiratory droplets generated during breathing, talking, coughing and sneezing. These droplets can directly infect the respiratory tracts of other people if there is close contact. COVID-19 is most likely to happen when there is close contact (within 2 meters) with an infected person.

There are 2 routes by which people could become infected:

· Droplets can be directly transferred into mouths or noses of people who are in close contact with an infected person, and could be inhaled into the lungs.

· It is also possible that someone may become infected by touching a surface or object that has been contaminated with respiratory secretions and then touching their own mouth, nose or eyes.
4.  Preventing the spread of infection
It is no longer a Government requirement for people who are displaying COVID symptoms to obtain a PCR, lateral flow test or to self isolate. Therefore, at Preschool we do not require staff or children to do this if they present symptoms, however; there are some general principles to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 which are:
· If a child or staff member is unwell with COVID symptoms to not attend Preschool where possible.

· Children & staff are to use hand sanitiser upon arrival at the setting. 

· Calpol should not be administered before arriving to the setting as this can mask a temperature. If a child requires Calpol it is seen that they are unwell & should not attend the setting. This excludes if it is prescribed by a Doctor.

· Children will be encouraged to practice good hand washing & hygiene routines.

· Covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue, disposing of the tissue and washing hands “catch it, bin it, kill it”.

· Using an alcohol-based hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available.
· Although we do not require face masks to be worn, visitors to the setting are given the choice as to whether they wish to wear one. 

· Parents & Carers are to remain dropping off & collecting at the door. This measure is to remain in place until Easter 2022.

5. Easing of restrictions February 2022

In February 2022, many of the COVID restrictions that have been in place for the last two years have been lifted. This includes; 

· The requirement to test

· The requirement to wear face coverings

· The requirement to self isolate

· The requirement for Early Years Settings to report Positive COVID-19 cases to OFSTED & the local authority. 

Therefore, staff & children are no longer required to obtain a test or to self isolate with COVID symptoms. We will ensure we maintain good hygiene practices to minimise the spread of any potential COVID cases, however, it will not impact the setting as greatly as it has in the past. 
